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Jon N xIv. 28, 


If ye loved me, ye would rejoyce, 
becauſe T ſaid, I go unto the Fa- 
ther. 


H RIS T's Flock, his little and weak Flock, 
were now a going to loſe the Society and 
Preſence in the Fleſh of the beſt of Paſtors, 
and to live in a depriv'd Condition, (which, 
Alas! is Yours at preſent,) for a Time: Ye have heard, 
how I ſaid unto you, Igo away, faith our Lord to them, 
in the Words before the Text. 


TAISs Flock lov'd their Paſtor, as you have done 
yours, and fell to ſorrowful Reflections upon their pre- 
ſent Caſe and Circumſtances, as being about to part 
with Him ; with Him, who was the moſt edifying 
Preacher, the moſt perfect Example, the moſt compaſ- 
ſionate Councellor, the moſt faithful Reprover, and the 
beſt Friend and Guide to Heaven. Chap. xvi. 6. But be- 
cauſe I have ſaid theſe Things to you, i. e. ſpoke theſe 
Words, I go away, Sorrow hath filled your Hearts. They 
lov'd their Paſtor, I ſay, and fell into Sorrow and 
Tears under the Senſe of his approaching Separation 
from them. Sighs and Tears for the Departing, or the 
Departed, are Evidences of Love: You'll find, when 
our Lord groan'd in Spirit, and was troubled, and wept 
over Lazarus Grave, the Fews ſaid, Behold, how he 
loved him; Chap. xi. 33, 34, 35. Sighs, Tears, &c. are 


_ Evidences of Affection which tender Natures eaſily 


flide into, indulge themſelves in, and expreſs their Con- 
A 2 Cern 
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cern by, even to a degree of blameable Weakneſs often- 
times, before they recover themſelves. 


Bur what doth our Bleſſed Lord now ſay, to his 
Sorrowing Diſciples, to chear their Hearts, and to com- 

ſe and regulate their Spirits and Paſſions; under the 
Looſe of this his Departure? He tells them, as in the 
Words of the Text, That if they loved him, they would 
rejoyce: If they loved him, Him, (obſerve the Word) 
and not themſelves only. or chiefly ; If they lov'd his 
Reſt, his Glory, his going -to be crown'd, rewarded 
and perfected, as well as, or as much as they lov'd their 
ownHappineſs, ariſing from ſeeing his Face in the Fleſn, 
hearing his Voice, and receiving his Inſtrud ions and 
Conſolations, they would rejoy ce at his Departure: If 
they lov'd Him Rationally and with Diſcretion, then 
conſidering Him as One that had been an obedient Son 
to Go p, always delighting to do his Will, they would 
rejoyce at his going away from them, to Go p, to re- 
cCeive his Reward and Inheritance. They would re- 
joyce, he tells them, and with good Ground and Foun- 
dation, becauſe he had ſaid to them, He went to the Fa- 
ther, i. e. to Gop, who ſtood in the Relation of a Fa- 
ther to him, in a principal and peculiar manner: They 


would rejoyce at his going away, becauſe he went 
to One that would be kind to him, as well as ena- 


ble him to be kind to them; to One that could not but 
be dear and deſirable ro him, even dearer than he was 
to them, how much ſoever they might think that they 
lov'd him; to One that was greater than himfelf, as he 
ſpeaks in the Words following the Text. For my Fa- 
ther M greater than I, i. e. He is ſo in Power, Glory, 
Bleſſedneſs, and Riches cf Grace to Sinners, conſider- 
ing me as a Mediator. Theſe Diſciples could not but 
conclude, from what their Lord had ſaid to them, if 
they conſidered it, That this his Departure from them, 
would certainly be Comfortable and Glorious to him, 
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as well as Advantagecus to them, in the Iſſue. And 
could not their Selfiſnneſs afford, that he ſhould be 
happy? Could they not recede from their Eeclire of 
their Paſtor's Preſence with them, for his own Good 2? 
Could they profeſs rational Love to him, and yet not 
let him go from an evil World, to a good one? From 


hard Labours, to Reſt? From the Socicty of perſecuting 
Enemies, into the Arms and Embraces of a Father? 


Would nothing ſatisfy them, but Chriſt's ftay ing al- 
ways, or a long Time at leaſt, in this evil World, to 
ſerve and comfort them? O uneaſy Love to Chriſt! 
O unfriendly Affection in theſe his Flock ! It is the Part 
of true Friends to conſent to that which is moſt for 
the Litereſt of thoſe they love, and to deny themſelves 
for their Advantage. But, Alas! ſo weak were the 
Diiciples of Chrift at this Time, and ſo ditturb'd at the 
Thoughts of being left without his Preſence in the 
Fleſh, which had been highly pleaſing and uſeful ro 
them, that they could not come up to this Rule and 
Duty of Friendſhip, and rejoyce at his going from 
them to his Father and beſt Friend. 


I x the following Diſcourſe upon theſe Words, thus 
open'd to you, 1 ſhall take Notice of theſe Three 
Things, and inſiſt a little upon them. 


I. Of the great Friend and Patron to whom faith- 
ful Paſtors retire, when they leave this World, and 
their reſpective Flocks in it: They go to the Father ; to 
GOD the Father of All, and their Gracious Father. 


II. OF the Infirmities, Paſſions, and natural Weak- 
neſſes, which the Flocks and Diſciples of ſuch Paſtors 
are prone to diſcover, upon their leaving the Wortd and 
them, and which they tire apt to indulge themſelves in, 
as Teſtimonies and Evidences of theis Love be diy 

| them. 
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them. They are prone to heavineſs of Spirit, Sorrow 


and Tears. 


III. Or the rational Love, which the Flocks of 
Faithful Paſtors ought to ſhew, which Chriſt would 
have had his own Flock to have ſhewn, and which all 
departed Paſtors of the like Spirit, Faith, and Hope, 
would call theirs to ſhew, upon ſuch Events or Occa- 
ſions, could they come and ſpeak to them. The rati- 
onal Love, which the Flocks of Faithful Paſtors, ought 
to ſhew towards ſuch Paſtors, upon their leaving this 
World, is Joy and Rejoycing ; upon this Account, that 
they go to the Father. If ye loved me, ye would vejoyce, 
becauſe I ſaid, Igo unto the Father. = 


To enter upon the FissT of theſe, The great Friend, 
to whom faithfull Paſtors and Teachers of the Will of 
Gop retire, when they leave the World, and their 
reſpective Flocks in it. They go to the Father. 


JE sus CRRISrH went to the Father: He, the 
chief Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls, went thither, 
when he left the World. And all inferior Shepherds 
that are his Faithful Imitators, follow him thither, and 
walk with him i» J/hbite, or in Princely Ornature, as 
being found worthy and acceptable to his Father and 
him. In his Father's Houſe there are many Manſions ; 
and he hath encouraged his Diſciples with the notice, 
that he is gone before them, to prepare a Place for 
them. This is a comfortable Journey which Faithful 
Paſtors, and their Faithful People too, make, at their 
taking their Leave of this Earth. Where-ever they are, 
and whatever they are a doing, when they take this 
laſt Journey cowards their Father, ir proveth an hap- 
py one: Whether Travelling abroad, or Sitting at 
home; Whether - diſcourſing with diſtant Friends, 
and confirming and comforting them; or converſing 
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with their neareſt Neighbours. It is a comfortable 
Journey, whether they travel it Poſt, or go it flow- 
ly; whether they are ſet at Liberty to go it, by 
the quick diſpatch of a ſudden Diſeaſe, or by a flow- 
working one; whether by an Apoplexy, a Convulſi- 
on, or a lingering Conſumptien. At whatever Hour 
they are called to be gone, at Evening, Midnight, or 
- at the Cock-crowing, or in the Morning, they are 
happy. Their Father hath his Arms open to receive 
them, and his Mouth open too to tell them, That all he 
hath, is theirs; his Kingdom, his Conſolations, his 
Glory, atid what not: And, they have their Hearts 
and Deſires open and enlarged, to go to him, and 
drink of the Rivers of his Pleaſures for evermore. 


ther and their Father, to his GoD and their Go p: 
And in due Time, all his Ele& go after him, to expe- 
rience the Bowels and Mercies of this their promiſed, 
and fore- noticed Father, who can make up the Loſſes 
of all his dutiful Children, and compenſate for all the 
dear Relations they have left behind them, for a little 
while longer here on Earth. Tho Chriſt's Diſciples 
and Miniſters leave a Family behind them, their Hea- 
venly Father compenſates this Loſs, by putting them 
into his Family in Heaven, his perfect, pure, and ſpot- 
leſs One: Tho' they leave a Wife and Children, they 
go where they make up a Part of the Society of the 
Bride, the Lamb's Wife, in her moſt Glorious Conditi- 
Ton; and where they enjoy the Company ot the gene- 
1 ral Aſſembly of the Fir/-born: Tho' they leave Spiri- 


; Our Lon po told his Diſciples, He went to his Fa- 
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ir tual Children, their afflicted Flocks on Earth, they go, 
e, if they have been uſeful Miniſters, as yours hath been, 
is to the Comfortable Society of thoſe departed Saints, to 
> | whom Gop hath made them Spiritual Fathers, and 
at rejoyce with them in their Joy, and ſhare with them in 
s, {KF their Glory; h | 
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" Farrnrvr Paſtors go to the Father, to Gop, who 
is the Father, and their Father in particular. A Con 
fortable Word! This is a Comfortable Title, under 
which Go p is fer forth as ready to receive the Faith- 
fal followers of his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as well as Jeſus 
Chriſt Himſelf, 1 e my Father, and Jour Father, 
Na r 


1 


1. THIS Title holdeth forth Gop to us, as One 
that is loving and affectionate in his Temper. A Fa- 
ther without love is abominated, and reckoned a Brute, 
or 2 Monſter, even among Men that are evil. And; 
can we think then, that Go p, the All- perfect and 
Spotleſs Go p, wanteth Love? Or falleth under ſuch 
a ſcandalcus defect? No, no: As heis ſer forth to his 
Creaturcs, as a Father: So he hath the Affections, 
Tenderneis and Powels that become One that ſtand- 
eth in ſuch a Relation. And, if Love, powerful Love, 
wich all che Expreſſions and Manifeſtations of it, can 
make thoſe that live, labour, and die in the Lob, 
happy ; ſuch as do ſo, muſt be tiappy, when they are 
got to GOD. GOD will love them better than they 
love themſelves : Hel make them ſtand amazed at his 
Love. They ſhall find thoſe Words of Chriſt true to 
the uttermoſt; when once got home to bim, Job. xvi. 
17. My Father bimfelf loverh Jou. 


2. Tuts Title ſetteth forth Gop to us, as One 
from whom, thole that go to dwell with him, may ex- 


pect all good Gifts, Math. vii. 9. Or what Man is there 


of you, whom if bis Son a Bread, will he give bim a 
Stone? v. 11. If ye then being Evil, know how to give 


good Gifts to Jour Children, How wack more ſhall your Fa- 


Ther which is in Heaven, give good Gifts ro his Children? 

Now, if our Heavenly Father, is 2 Father of Gifts, and 

Ong freer to his People, than other Fathers are to cheir 
Children, 
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Children, even while they are in this World; What 


will He be to them, when they are gone to dwell in 


his Preſence in Heaven? They ſhall certainly inherit 


all Things there: By his univerſal, unconfined, per- 
fect Bounty, He wil ſhew himſelf to be their Father, 
and they ſhall appear to be his Sons, Rev. xxi. 7. He 
that overcometh ſhall inherit all Things, and I will be his 
God, and he ſhall be my Son. 


3. To add no more, This Title Father, ſetteth forth 
GO p, as One that muſt be lovely, acceptable and de- 
lightful, to all thoſe that go out of the World to him, 
to dwell with him for ever. Gop the Father, to 
whom every good Shepherd under Chriſt, and all the 


| Sheep of Chrilt go, for their eternal Reſt and Rewards, 


is One, in whom they can take the utmoſt Pleafure, 
as well as One, who can take Pleaſure in them; is 
One whom they can love, as well as One who loveth 
them; is One they cannot but praiſe, attribute Glory 
to, and fall down before, with Admiration, as well as 
One who will cloath them with Glory. Whoever go— 
eth to Go p, goeth to One that he cannot but be en- 
amoured with, and give eternal Praiſes to. There is 
that Beauty and Lovelineſs in his Nature and 'Temper, 


| which will always inſpire thoſe that dwell in his Pre- 
\ 1 ſence, with a Spirit of Rapture and Joy. Bleſſed are 


they that dwell in Go D's Heavenly Houſe and Tem- 


LY ple; they ſhall be fil, they ſhall be ever praiſing 


Him. 


WA muſt I ſay? To go to the Father, or to go | 


to Go D, who is the Father of all Faithful Paſtors, and 


of their Faithful People too, is Privilege enough. 


| This Sentence connoteth and intimateth Happineſs e- 
' nough, if any can, It is expreſſive of more than our 


Eyes have ſeen, or our Ears heard of. It is to go to 


2 Friend and Patron, who is an everlaſting King, les 
at 
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| hath an everlaſting Kingdom, everlaſting Riches, | * 

| Glory, Life, Joy, Peace, and every Thing: And, | 1 
1 what is yet better, it is to go to One, who,is commu- 
= nicative of all theſe, to thoſe that go to dwell with | © 
him. Well might our LORD Jesvs then, the great 1 

| Shepherd of the Sheep, ſay to his Diſciples and Flock, *T 

| If they lowed him, they would rejoyce ; rejoyce at his go- f 

'1 ing out of the World; becauſe he went to the Father: " 
4 | And well may I turn the Text upon you that are Sor- b 
| rowing for a Faithful Paſtor, One ſubordinate to this F 
great Shepherd, and that walked in his Steps, If ye loved & 

| bim, je would rejoyce, becauſe he is gone to the Father. | . 

| | li 
1 Br r I proceed now to the SECOND Thing ob- tl 
1 ſervable in the Text, or at leaſt from the Tempers of jc 
| his Diſciples and Flock, when he ſpoke the Words of 7 

1 t 


it to them, (viz.) The Infirmities and Weakneſſes 
which the Flocks of Faithful Paſtors are prone to diſ- 
cover, and to indulge themſelves in, as Expreſſions 
and Evidences of Love to them, upon their leaving the 
World, and going to this great Patron and Friend, rhe 
Father. They are prone to give themſelves up, and 
abandon themſelves to Sorrow and Tears. 


Chriſt's Diſciples, his little Flock, at this Time when 
| he ſpoke theſe Words of the Text to them: You may 
| ſuppoſe, their Hearts were heavy; that they ſtruck ' 
| upon their Thighs ; that they cried out, what ſhall 
| we do? what will become of us, when we are thus 
1 | deprived ? and that they gave forth many ſuch out- 

ward Evidences,as theſe, of their Sorrow and Concern, 

| | at the Notices of Chriſt their Paſtor's going out of the 
| World, to his Gor and Heavenly Father. There 
3 was ſomewhat, yea, a great deal of this; or Chriſt 
_ 
| 


it | You may ſuppoſe, the Tears ſtood in the Eyes of 
1 


would not have blamed their preſent afflicted Temper, 
Which they gave way to. Read chap. xvi. 5, 6. and 
I you'll 
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you'll find, They were ſo full of Sorrow, that they 
could not ſpeak to him; nor ſcarce tell what he ſpoke 


to them, for Aſtoniſhment. Even forward and talkative 


Peter, was ſtruck dumb, we may ſuppoſe ; for we hear 


not of his opening his Mouth at this Time. Read the 
fore - quoted Place, But nom I go away to him that ſent 
me; and none of you asketh me, Whether goeſt thou? But 
: becanſe I have ſaid theſe Things, Serrow hath filled your 


Hearts. As ſoon as theſe dejected Diſciples of Chriſt, 


could fo far throw off their Diſturbance, about this 
| Time, as to exerciſe calm Conſideration, we may be- 
lieve, their Minds work'd this way; They remembred 
the continued and comfortable Society they had en- 
joyed wich this their Paſtor and Maſter, for about 
Three Years together; the free Admiſſion he gave 
them always to him, for the Reſolution of their Doubts; 
the familiar and uſeful Inſtructions that daily drop d 
from him, for their Edification and Eſtabliſnment; 
the Care he took of them, the Miracles he Mrought 
before them, the Prayers he put up for them, &c. 


We may believe, they remembred, how they had 


left all for him; how they had conſtantly appeared 
with him in the Face of a Perſecuting World; and 
What enmity the Fewiſh Doctors and Rulers had ex- 
2 prefſed againſt him, and againſt them too, for fol- 
3 lowing him. And, we may ſuppoſe, they now be- 
gan to think, all this would fall directly and ſolely up- 
on themſelves, who as yet, were very unfit to grap- 


ple with it, and bear it: They having none of that 
Wiſdom which dwelt in this their Maſter, to Anſwer 
theirentangling Queſtions; no juch Power as allillyd 
him, to work Miracles for the Countenancing of the 
Doctrines they had imbibed from him; nor ſuch uni- 


| verſal Goodneſs as ſhined forth in him, wherewich to 


engage all, where-ever they came, by ding them 
kind Offices, We may believe, tha: they thought of 
B 2 lugh 
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ſuch Joſſes, Inconveniencies and Difficulties as theſe, 
as what were now a befalling them, from Chriſt's De- 
parture from them; and wept, and ſigh'd at them, 
without being able, as yet, to chear their Hearts and 
raiſe their Spirits, by any of the good Words of Pro- 
miſe, which he had ſpoken to them. Sadneſs and Af- 
fliction, and that only, prevailed in them, at the 
Thoughts of his going away from them, which would, 
as they judged, bring all theſe Evils upon them. 


Tn ſhewed their Love to their LoD, by 
weeping and ſighing at the Thoughts of his Departure 
from them to Heaven, and at the Thoughts of the 
Conſequences of it to them : Or rarher, they ſhewed 
their Love to themſelves, this way : For in Reality, 
they ſhewed more Love to themſelves, than to him. 


WerePIiNG and ſighing at the Thoughts of the 
Removal of a good Paitor ro Heaven, doth ſhew forth 
ſome Love indeed: Theſe are Evidences of Love 
which our Infirm Natures eaſily diſcover and abound 
in. But then, as I haye ſaid, there is a mixture of 
Self in this Love; there are great marks of Imperfe- 
ction upon it: And we ſhould ſhew forth greater, high- 


er, more rational, cxalted, and refined Love, at 


the Removal of ſuch to Go p, if we could rejoyce at 


the Thoughts of their Happineſs with him, and raiſe | 


our Minds to expatiate upon their Eternal Pleaſures, till 
we even ſelt ourſelves happy in their Happineſß. 


Bur alas! Humane Nature is weak, and we can 
but riſe ro a little height generally, in Love to depart- 


ing and departed Saints; if they are our Friends, if | 


they are related to us, and do us Good. There is much 


of Seljiſhneſs, I have confaſs d, in it; but yet it is of a 
pardonable. Seltiſhneſs comparitively. We would hold 
good Men, good Paſtors, and other uſeful Servants of 


Gop, 
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s, till 
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God, if we could, ſtill longer with us, for our Edifi- 
cation and Advantage, as the Diſciples of Chriſt would 
their Maſter; tho Go calleth them away. We would 
gladly keep them with us, yet the other term of Time; 
tho' we keep them out of Heaven, and from their Fa- 
ther. We ſay, Not ſo Lord; when God calleth them 
to come preſently and ſuddenly. Chriſt knew, that 
Humane Nature was thus infirm. Perhaps he felt ſome- 
what of its Propenſities this way, ſtrongly working in 
himſelf, when he wept at Lazarzs's Grave. Chriſt 
knew, I ſay it again, that thus infirm Humane Nature 
was, notwithſtanding its reception of the Grace of 
God in ſome 8 And therefore he did not bear 
hard upon his Diſciples, nor blame them very ſharply, 
when they ſorrow'd at this Time, at the Notice ot his 
going from them to Heaven “. 


Tre Truth is, ſuch is the Infirmity of the honeſt- 
eſt Souls generally, in this World, chat they cannot 
without Dithculty, get above Weeping and Sighs, for 
the departure of good Men, of good Miniſters etpecial- 
ly, who they firmly believe are gone toGlory, upon their 
own Account; upon the Account of the ſweet Coun- 
ſel they took with them; the good Exhortations they 
receivd from them, and the refreſhing Conſolations 
which drop'd from their Mouths. But ſetting aſide the 

Conſideration 


* * 


—— 


* Neque ſuos proſequi lu&u Chriſtianis interdictum eſt quo- 
rum fortitudo non eo ſpeQat, ut illos ferreos aut ſaxeos reddar, 
ſed fides quam & Scripturis didicerunt, mortem peccati penam & 
ſupplicium eſſe docet unde ſenſus & irz Dei admonet, & Pecca- 
tum magis magiſque horribile ac deteſtandum prædicat. Plorabant 
in Evangelio duæ Sorores Lazari, quamvis neutra earum ignora- 
vit, illum extremo ſaltem judicij die a mortuis excitandum. Fie- 
vit & Chriſtus, qui tamen probe noverat quomodo ad vitam quam 


2 «ante quatuor dies deſeruerat, eſſet illum revocarurus. Paulus item 


nts of 


0 ' 


quem non latebat, Compendium eſſe mori, & lucu lento magno- 
que lucro deputandum efle ut hing ad Chriſtum ſolvatur. Per 
matt Epiſt ad viduam D. Mart, Bucer. 


—— 
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Conſideration of private Loſſes; as ſuch good Men and in 
Miniſtersare a publick Loſs to the World, the Church | a 

of Go p, the Kingdom to which they belong'd, the bc 
Congregations to which they were immediately rela- O 
ted, and to others to whom they preach'd with Accep- | T. 
tation and Succeſs, it well becometh the greateſt and | th 
moſt perfect Chriſtians, to lament their Departure; th 
and they ſhew a Chriſtian Spirit in ſo doing. Both | T 
Miniſters and People may well lament the Loſs of our | kr 
deceaſed Friend, and yoar worthy Paſtor, upon theſe Ac- th 
counts. Let me ſpeak, with many more who can hear- | 2 


* _y 
- » * * 
— —.— .  - * 


— . ˙——— ——— —— 


til, do it, the Words of David, concerning his worthy fel 
Friend, and that amiable Soul, Forarhan, 2 Sam. i. 16. th 
|. Tam diſtreſſed for thee, my Brother. 17 
1 4 
1 Nn 
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— * - „ 
—ꝶ— —ä—— — — — — ˙ — — — — - — 


Bur I ceaſe to encourage Sorrow, where it alrea- |} Pr 
ö dy prevaileth : I would not quite melt down and over- | 

| helm affected and afflicted Hearts. Let us proceed 

1 to the Third Thing obſervable from the Words. 


lt! | UT. WE may obſerve the rational Evidences of Love, hi 
14 which the Flocks of Faithful Paitors* ought to ſhew lir 
1 towards ſuch Paſtors, upon their leaving the World. or 
Wil They ought to rejoyce, becauſe they go unto the Fa- af 

ther. If ye loved me, ſaith Chriſt to his Flock, ye v 


would ſhew your Love this way, Ye xvuld rejeyce, becauſe res 


| | T faid, J £0 unto the Father. m. 
: 1 * : | 1 W 
1 Tur Flocks of Faithful Paſtors ought to forget ye 
1 themſelves in a juſt and honourable Meaſure, to lay ni. 
1 | aſide the Senſe of their own Neceflities and deſirable Sa- yo 
| tisfactions, and to be concern'd about thoſe of their Su 
departed Friend and ſpiritual Father. They ought not yo 


to mourn over their own private Loſs, ungenerouſly {; 
and unkindly ; but to rejoyce and take pleaſure in the 
Departed's Gain. It becometh them, not to keep on 
Earth, poring upon what they themſelves have 8 

ä Wien! 
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15 
with; but to mount above, and view what their Friend 
in the Lok D hath gain d. They ſhould rejoyce, Thar 


à weary Labourer, is got to Reſt; That One in La- 


bours more abundant, hath received his Reward ; Thac 


One that often comforted them, is comforted himſelf . 
That One that pray'd for them, is now Prailing ; That 


_ 


. / OO I I 


that Tongue which pre2ch'd fo often the Doctrine of 
the Lamb, is now (inging the Song of the L.amb.—— 
They ought to rejoyce, That One that led them to 
know Gop, is now enjoying Him ; That One who led 
them carefully thro' the Wilderneſs, towards it, is now 

ot into the Poſſeflion of the Heavenly Canaan him- 
{af » That One that ſow'd in Tears, and wept for 
them, hath now all Tears wipd away from his Eyes ; 
That One who liv'd among Strangers and Enemies, is 
now got home to his Father's Houſe ; That two ſuch 
Friends are happily met together, as a loving and kind 
Father, and a loving and dutiful Son. 


WovuLD not a common Hireling reckon you un- 
kind, and even baſe-ſpirited, if you were diſpleas'd at 
his receiving his Reward, as ſoon as his Maſter is wil- 


ling to give it him? And is it not unkind then in you, 


or may it not juſtly be reckon'd ſo, to be diſturb d and 


: afflicted, that your worthy Paſtor and Labourer in the 
Work of the Lob, is call'd by his Gracious Maſter to 


. 


receive his Reward, ſooner than you expected, or than 
many others do. 
Wills and Intereſts a little, and be conſiderate. 


Forget yourſelves, and your own 
Would 
you have Gop's Sons and Servants ſtay longer in a ba- 


ö niſhed and diſtant Eſtate, than G op ſecth fit? Would 


you have em put to endure more Labours, more 


2 Sufferings, Toils, Trials, than are meet, and all to pleaſe - 
2 you, who yet profeſs ro love them? 
Dull ße | | 


DID 
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Dip not Chriſt impute it to want of a rational and | 
well-govern'd Love, that his Diſciples afflited them- | 


ſelves, and griev'd at his going away from this Earth? 
Conſider, if the ſame Defect will not be found in you, 


if you do not rejoyce in Spirit, at the Thoughts of a a 
Paſtor dear to you. and dear to Gop, being remoy'd | 


to his heavenly Father's Houle, 


Lr me ask you, if I need to do it, Did you not | 
love him? If ſo; and it Chriſt's Words be true, you 


ought to re joyce atthe Removal of him, of whom you 


have very little Reaſon to doubt, or any other, That 
he is gone to a State of Happineſs and Joy, —— 1 
am not calling you to forget or ſlight One that hath | 
been faithful to you; to conſider him as now in the 


Grave, and there to leave him: No, I am calling you to 
remember him after the moſt friendly manner, to go 


„ fro cunt. row, 


after his Soul to Heaven, to conſider its Joys there, to 
abide with it in your Thoughts as much as you pleaſe, 


till you arrive there with it, I am calling you to re- 
member your Paſtor heroically, Chriftianly, exaltedly, 


joyouſly, charitably, without murmuring at your own 
Los. 


am even calling you to keep Go D the Fa- 


ther, and him company, and to hold Communion with 


both, by Love and Deſire of Union with them. 


I am 
calling you to think how he is treated in the higher | 
World; to conſider how Gop loveth him and reward- 
eth him; how Abraham, Iſaac, &c. welcome him to 
ſir down with them in the Kingdom of Light and Love. 
J am calling you to go after him in your Thoughts, and 
ſee him, where he is better treated, than he was here 
on Earth: Though ſaying this, I do not reflect upon 
you for any Diskindneſs, or the leaſt Neglect towards 
him. But alas! what is the greateſt Kindneſs of Men 
that are evil, when compar d with the everlaſting gona? f 

nels | 


2 
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neſs of the Go p of Love? What are all your Endear- 
ments to thoſe of Abraham's Bolom ? What are all your 
Miniſtrations and Services to be reckon'd of, which 
you have ſhew'd, or could ſhew, if compar with thoſe 
of Angels and glorify'd Saints, which they {hew one to 
another, in the Land and Kingdom of Love? 


' I DARE ſay, I exhort you no otherwiſe to ſhew 
your Love, than he himſelf would do, could he come 
again from the World he is call'd to, to ipeak to you. 
Were this allow'd, I dare ſay, he would tell you, He 
hath found a Father truly Good, Generous and Kind, 
beyond all that he could declare to you of Him, while 
cloath'd with Mortality: That tho' he lov'd you, and 
you him, yet he would not choole to leave his preſent 


Manſion, to come again amongſt you, to be tempted, 


tried, contract Sin, and labour wich Wearinels and 
Painfulneſs. We read of one Taraſins „ who forrowing 
immoderately for his Daughter that was dead, his Pro- 
ther Photius writ to him after this manner: Suppole, 
faith he, thy Daughter ſhould appear to thee, and 
* taking thee by the Hand, ſhould kiis ic, wich a 
* chearful and ſmiling Countenance, ſaying, My Fa- 
ther, why doſt thou afflict thy ſelf in this manner? 
Why doſt thou bemoan me, as it L.was gone to an 
evil State? My Lot is fallen to me in Paradiſe; a 
Place moſt {weet to behold. and far iweeter to en— 
joy; but the Experiment exceeds ail Belief. Into 
this the crooked Serpent cannot wind bimlcif, as he 
did into that of our Forefathers. 'i here is none 
amongſt us, but whoſe Minds are impregnable, and 

| | C cannot 


3 _ „ 2 — * 9 „ * 


* Vid. Epiſt. 235. photii. I have given you the Tran/lation of this 
Fart of it, in the Words of an eminent Divine, Dr. Patrick in his Wit: 
neſles to Chriſtianity, p. 2. 
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cannot be overcome by any Artifice ; nor can we 
*- defire to bs gratify'd with any greater Good, We 
„ are all of us Wiſe with the Divine Wiſdom. Our 
* whole Life is a continual magnificent Feſtival in the 
e Enjoyment of infinite and unſpeakable good Things. 
c Being ſplendidly cloath'd, we ſee Gop in a ſplendid 
©: manner, (as far as Man can fee Him) and are ra- 
c Viſhed with his inexplicable Beauty. — Now while 
I converſe with thee, a moſt mighty Love to theſe 
Things draws me away, and ſuffers me not to ex- 
plain the leaſt Part of them. Thou, and my Mo- 
ther, ſhall one Day come hither, and then confeſs 
I have ſaid very little of theſe great good Things. 


** Suppoſe, ſaith Photius, thy Daughter ſhould after the 


** like manner ſpeak to thee, wouldſt thou not be 
* aſham'd to continue thy Lamentations ? And if up- 


* on a Child's ſaying theſe Things, we ſhould grow 


*© better content, &e. ſhall we not when our Com- 


* mon Creator and Lord crieth, Eye hath not ſeen, | 


* nor Ear heard, neither have enter'd into the Heart 
* of Man, the Things which God hath prepar'd 
*© for them that love Him? Ah! we have Reaſon 
enough, if we believe any thing of the Scripture De- 
ſcriptions of Heaven and its Joys; any thing of our 


heavenly Father's Houſe and its Entertainments, to 


conclude, That thoſe gone thither, would (if they 


were allow'd to come back and converſe with us) tell 


us, That if we lov'd them rationally and wiſely, we 


would rejoyce at the Thoughts of that bleſſed Eftate 
they are enter d upon, and prepare to follow them thi- 


ther; not wiſh them back again with us. 


Now from this Text and the Doctrine deliver'd 
from it, we may fee, 


s 


r 8 
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I. TANAx it is the Lot of the Flocks of Chriſt, their 
ordinary Lot, to be depriv'd of their Paſtors. Jeſus 
Chriſt's own little Flock experienc d this Treatment, 
and it was not dealt with ſingularly and out of che com- 
mon Way: All the Flocks and Churches of Chriſt, that 
ſucceeded them, and have been gather'd out of the 
World ſince, have had dying Paſtors to {peak to them, 
and have been made up of dying People themſelves. 
Truly, you of this Congregation, ſee Evidences of the 
Truth of this. You have three Families now among it 
you, the Heads of which were your Paſtors, and died 
in the Service and Work of the LORD towards your 
Souls. You have parted with eloquent, zealous and 
induſtrious Guides. Many of you have liv'd under 
their Miniſtrations, and over-liv'd their Perſons. Think 
now what Improvement you have made, and what 
Good there is done upon your Souls, by theſe Planters 
and Waterers. Examine, How ready you are to fol- 
low them, when the ſame Call is fent to remove you, 
You have parted with all of them under the moſt com- 
fortable Hopes of their going to the Father : | pray Go 
for you, and pray you for yourſelves, Ihat you may 
not be loſt and eternally ſeparated from ſuch Friends 
and Guides, 


II. We may ſee, That it ſheweth Love, to ſorrow 
at the departing of a faithful Paſtor, becauſe of ths 
Loſs we ſuſtain thereby: But ic ſnewech more exalted 
and rational Love to turn our Paſſions into another 
Strain, and to rejoyce in his Gain and Happineſs: 
you loved me, ye, 8&C. 


Ir you in particular, find this hard to do, compare 
your State and Circumſtances with thoſe of Chriit's 
Diſciples, at this Time, and ſee if you may not with 

C2 | — = 
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as little Difficulty receive Chriſt's Word, as they could. 
Your Lols is great ; but theirs was greater. Your Loſs 
is ſhocking, but theirs was more ſo: Your Paſtor 
went abroad, and truſted to come back again, to 
ſee you, and dwell with you, and labour among you, 
as formerly, if the LORD would; but he was pre- 
vented: Go b would have him come home to Himſelf, 
and not return to you. Gop took him away ſuddenly, 
"tis true; but yet by a natural Death and Diſtem- 
per; whereas theſe Diſciples Paſtor, and their and our 
Common Lord, was to be cut off by the Violence and 
Perſecution of his Enemies. Again, The Times were 
as bad, and as dangerous to the Church of Go p, in 
theſe Apoſtles Days, as they are now, and more ſo. 
The Goſpeb Church had more Enemies, in proportion 
to its Extent, and was in a poorer Eſtate then, than 
it is in now. Theſe Diſciples had more need, in 
theic own Apprehenſions and Opinions, of a longer 
Abode cf their Paſtor with them, than you have. Their 
Faſtor was as dear to them, as yours could be to you, 
to be ſure; and yet they mult loſe him; and Joy, at 
the ſame Time, was more their Duty, and would have 
been a truer 'Eviderc- of Love, than Sorrow and 
Tears. I nngar add much more, to ſhew you, that 
this Duty and in;tance of Love towards departing, or 
dcparted Fuſtors, viz. iKejoycing that ſuch are going, 
Or gon to tne Father, mult be an eaſier Practice to 
you, chan it couid be co theſe Diſciples. 


Ir is true, this Ingredient of Sorrow, this Aggra- 
vation of your Loſs you have felt in your Separation 
from all the Three Paſtors you have parted with, you 
have not been pretent with them, when a leaving you, 
to hear their lalt Inſtructive *, Confolatory and Vale- 

dictory 


+ Er nunc me cumprimis id male habet, quod morienti non 
aLfuciim, & exrrema verba que ſumme pictatis fuiſſe non dubi- 
to, cum aliis exceperiun vide Epiſt. Pet. Martyr ut ſupra. 
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ſpoken in your hearing, and to you, had G0 
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dictory Words, as Chriſt's Diſciples were with their 
Paſtor and LO R D, through the ſuddenneſs, or thro' 
the violence of their Diſtempers and Death. But you 


may read the Works of Two of them; you may warm 


our Hearts at their Heavenly Fire, and beget new 


Reliſhes and Taſts of the Things of GoD in yeur own 
Spirits, by ſeeing the Workings of theirs, Cc. You 


may remember the Work and Labour of Love, of all 
of them in the Miniſtry. And you may well conceive, 
what they would have ſaid, and how they would have 
per- 
mitted them this Liberty. They would no doubt have 
profeſſed their Faith, declared their Hopes, and told 
you where they were a going, as our LOEkE D did his 
Diſciples. 'They would have recommended Religion 
to you, and their Doctrine which hath been agreea- 
ble to it ; and beg'd of you, for your Good, and 


their Rewards fake, not to loſe the Things which 
they had wrought. 


They would have Prayed for 
you, commended Unicy, Peace and Order to you, 
and have committed your precious Souls to the 


keeping of Go p, and to the Care of Chriſt, the 


great Shepherd of the Sheep; who liveth for ever- 
more, hath the Reſidue of the Spirit, and can raiſe 
up other Paſtors for you, to perfect what is lacking 
in your Faith. 


3. To repeat it again, and give you Line upon 
Line, for your Comfort, Conſolation and Compoſure 
of Spirit; You may fce, whither Faichful Miniſters, 
and Faithful People go, when they die, and take Com- 
fort at the Departure of both, even ro rhe Fiber. One 
of the moſt caretul-and able of Relations, is 2 Father, 
One of the tendereft and kindeſt: And to fach a Re- 
lation they are gone. Now, we are {ollicicous about 
a Child no longer, when we know, it is gone tO its 
Jather: We fear not its falling into Danger any longer, 

when 


r 
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when we know it is gone to a good One: We afflict 
not ourſelves about it, as wanting any Thing good 
for it. Well, this is the Caſe of all Faithful Chriſtians, 
Miniſters and People, thus they are diſpoſed of, when 
they die. And it being thus with them, let us rejoyce 
in their Lot. This way remember the State of this your 
laſt Paſtor, and that of thoſe that went before him 
from among you, who ſpoke unto you the ſame Word 
of Life; whoſe Faith follow conſidering the End of 
their Converſation. 


I'LL add one Word more; If you love your depart- 
ed Paſtors, gone to the Father, need I tell you, you'll 
Comfort, and ſhew all Reſpect to their deprived Fa- 
milies, their Widows and Fatherleſs. Theſe will be 
countenanced and aſſiſted by you, as Occafion requi- 
reth, for their Sakes. But I give theſe hints only as 
a little Teſtimony of Love and Reſpect; and leave 
you to the Aged and more Experienced *, to hear 
and receive Advice, in the Afternoon, Job xxxii. 7. 
Days ſhould ſpeak, and Multitude of Years ſhould toach 
Wiſdom. re | 
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